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A Comparison of Human-Environmental Relationships
Through Studying Gibier in both Japan and Australia

2740: Tottori Prefectural Tottori Nishi High School

Key words: Gibier, wild animals, damages, the relationship between human beings and nature, revitalize our society

1. Introduction

One of our local problems is the increase in the number of wild animals like wild boar and deer, and as a result,
serious damage to agricultural products. As a solution, our local government has worked hard to hunt and use these
animals as meat for food, or Gibier. Despite such efforts, the meat cannot reach consumers easily. In order to solve
this problem we started to research it through comparing the situations both in our area and in Australia, where a lot of
damage caused by wild animals is also often reported. We also made some suggestions to revitalize our local industry

and business.

2. Methods and Results

We began by making a questionnaire and conducting research on how much our local people knew about Gibier.
Then we studied how this problem was dealt with and its supply system through asking experts to explain the wild animal
situation in Tottori and doing some fieldwork at local supermarkets and restaurants. Through the study and research we
found that local people didn’t know much about Gibier and had a negative image of eating them. It was also found,
however, that some supermarkets sold Gibier with recipes, and that some restaurants served Gibier meals.

At the same time we studied how kangaroos, which are also a type of wildlife that cause problems, are used in
Australia. We did some research and fieldwork in Australia by asking local people how they felt about kangaroos and
whether they ate them. Through the research we found that the kangaroo meat supply system was established because
local people could eat and buy the meat easily from local supermarkets. We also found that kangaroos are used as a
national symbol of Australia and play an important role in tourism.

Through the comparative research and study both in Tottori and Australia, we learned that Gibier was not
familiar to local people in Tottori. On the other hand, in Australia, kangaroos are very popular among people and there
is no negative image associated with eating them. These results led us to suggest that we can normalize the consumption
of Gibier in Tottori by serving Gibier meals in school lunches for elementary and junior high school students, and in high

school cafeterias.

3. Conclusion

In conclusion, we learned that the difference in the images and consumption of wild animal meat comes from
the relationship between human beings and nature. People seem to understand and accept nature in Australia more than
they do in Japan. We’d like to suggest that we learn more about Gibier. This will hopefully lead us to comsume more
Gibier, as well as lead to greater tourism by making Gibier meals one of Tottori’s special local features. It will also lower
the amount of damage to agricultural products. The realization of this idea will also create Gibier-based businesses,

provide employment opportunities for local people and revitalize our society.
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