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I recently rediscovered my interest in chess and thought: “Perhaps the students would enjoy

learning and playing chess?” For the students, things like knights are probably distinctively foreign,
things that can only be imagined, or read in books; but these things are an intrinsic part of my
country’ s history. Not manga or movie, but real people who lived in the small island nation I come
from. I thought it would be lovely to share a small part of my country’ s culture and history through
this game of chess.

I wasn’t expecting many students to join, but quite a fair few have! The most rewarding thing is
seeing them adapt and improve quickly. They go from not understanding chess, to even beating
me inamatch! That’ s thanks to their patience and intelligence. Chess demands patience, planning,
creativity, and respect for one’ s opponent. If I can help improve these skills, share my country’s

culture, or even just help a student pass the time with a fun game, I’ m very happy! (ALT Dominic)
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https://www.torikyo.ed.jp/yonagoko-h/

